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1E MERCHANT OF VENICE

y .y ‘;f/., f%‘e Sf@r
The People " 7
An honest, young mercham' Y
Antonio g Venice. ol Zay
| A money-lender in Venjg E
dRyloek Antonio’s enemy. d

)t iend of Antonjg’

" - Bassanio : A dear fr1 tonio’s, )
I - ‘Portia ) A very wise and beautify] lady'
” Gratiano : A friend of Bassanio’s. F’ﬂ;
| A
/| Nerissa - Portia’s maid and frienq zZex
Il W2
Doctor Bellario : Alawyer and Portia’s Cousip
Doctor Balthazar _
The.na}me used by Portig whep D¢
she is in disguise. hi
Jessica i Sh , b
. 7

ylock’s daughter. 1
Lorenzg 2

Husbang of Jessicy and a friend i
of Antonio’s. ]

I'he Duke of Venice
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crabEseTTER GamT: OF VENICE
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s FRIEND BASSANIO.
EMY SHYLOCK

werful. Its riches came ;' \
d far! ng_chi_ef citl- '\
the richest of these |

ANTONIO, H
AND HIS EN

[he city of Venice was 0nce rich and po
I her countries near alt

zens of Venice wWere rich merchants. Among
nt well-

was Antonio, @ mercha
known for his honesty and kindness.
Antonio had 2 close friend
named Bassanio. Bassanio Was a
handsome young man of noble birth,
but he was always inneed of money..
This was because he tiked to live 1
a grand style. Antonio, who was very

fond of Bassanio; often lent him
money or gave it to him willingly.
1110

It happened that Bassanio fe
love with a lady of great beauty, wisdom and we
wvas Portia and she Jived just outside Venice at Be
d Bassanio

1ad shown some liking for Bassanio an
WWW.GRADESETTER.COM E
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her for his wife. [n order to impress her, Bassanio decideq to yignips

,f: her in Belmont grandly dressed and attendeq by many Servapgaey
fopr 5 Having no money to do so, he asked Antonio to lend him thre;hey

~ thousand ducats. | torr

)i At the moment, Antonio did not have such a great g
his ships were at sea. When they came back with rich car

would have plenty of money, but till then, he wag short o

\ R

. A
goe, hﬁalat

money

S and Jewysg. Besidest'r

ed for g hj gh interesty
N HHand, Jeaicmprserren come: - 1
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- - Tales from ghakespear® | 5
could not pay '

L his debtors and would never se
c. He ha

sulted Shylock in publi
hat upon him. Shylock had good reason to ha

- | ted him with all his
{ Enge on him.

RANGE BOND -

a loan gave Shylock his chance of . |
ded to hesitate about lend- |
| pay mC pack when yout . = a\

can 1 be sure that L.
\

ntonio's request for
-\ revenge. At first; Shylock preten
y. "You say that you wil

" he told Antonio. "But how

hey will come home sa
[hey may be wrecked in a

\torm. They may be captured
1 He thought fora

hile, making 2 cunning
mWell, 1

sk for any ‘nterest on it." 1
-' ere Shylock smiled a

Istrange <mile and added, "As
I joke, you will have to
L, omise this: if you cannot *

yay me back in three months ———r
your flesh. And you must

give me a pound of
hat pound of flesh from any part of your body

time, you must
[low me to cut t

WwWww A
.GRADESETTER.COM
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6 | Tales from Shakespeare _ 11 létid _
that I choose. If you agree 10 that, I wi you the

. " 1 . o
you agree to it? Will you sign a bond frfe"?g to thigon
| ntonio agreey it
and thought that Sh '”inmarr
unusually kind. BasS Ock ny s
suspicious ang be niqu Th
friend not to sign t%’eqr e
g you not to sign. Thig 1. ° 'lbilve-
= strange one and it j; s Ong 2 po
 purpose. Think what \:_anesaic
o/ home safely. Shylogy .- Cpor -
& his pound of ﬂesh, an : Creci
17— § | i ._;‘_:" claim it lanu]_ly_ He S, 1
/' 1T i/ i B your heart out! Apgq | \;ﬁ” preie
- ' : th - - 0a)yre
. [ ﬁ‘iend Ibe ; . =01t ©cause Ofyour death-" " 1
1 ) 8 you not to sign it," he repeated. Gpld
(i | Bassanio ' : TNE I her
i o Zegged In vain. Antonio laughed at his fa,. o
il < oond and obtained the money. Carg, fin¢
| : assanio set out for Belmont. H d B
as 1 : "8 r
plendid train of attendants, CSsed ang

beautify] Portia f ' ' OF winy,

.- or his tonio' _VMningpn
— S onio's danger was forgi:fhi
e -
(€ ¢

n
. \ cask

> Who hag
Plan o finq th lately djeg h |
» had {]
°r three Caskets Tf;; . hushapg for hig dd fought of 5 Curishe
I Stlver, and th 1.‘111'1-; first of these m zughter. He had givhe
Oflead, Tp, Portrajt epof gold, the segothy
- OTlia was in gpeve

\M\‘ WWW.GRADESETTER.COM
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el held the
118C never
fition and

. ADE
fE“E. cotrrma’
‘ C<\ i ales from Slmkusm'm'\‘.\ 7
vich cask

had to pron

ard con¢
rd of 1t

The suttor who first gt_wssc.d wl
rrail would be portia's husband. || suitors
y gu wrong. This was @ h
ent away without (rying when they hea

. caskets.

essel

marry if the

ny suitors W

The first to (SIS
was a prince 1
1 Morocco.
Jver and lcad 19
poor metals," ¢
said to himself.
hey are t0O
»r to hold the
.cious picturc

the noble
‘tia." He therc-

. chose the ——
d casket. He opened it and fou -
ere was also this message: wAll that ghtters is not ar. The ,
nce from Morocco left RBelmont at once. e went home, a sad- \
ooked for 2 \
: \

-and a wiser man.
The second guitor was

g time at the silver cas

o chooses M€ will get what h

nce Wi
blinking idiot. He 100

ly disapp ointed

I\._

e the picture ofa
He was deep

le away from
{ offended.

Then Bassanio arrived. portia liked Bassani

, was afraid that he would choos€ the wrong ©

. begged him tO stay with her for a while an

mpatient 10 fry.

yice Bassanio, however, Was 1
it and went into the room where the caskets were.

o very much and
asket. Ther efore ‘”
d then make his

He would not H\

WWW
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icd the gg]
| e rom Sakespe : ne Bass Appearances are ofy, o "
For a mng,,xious y- n appear good. Ugly Pe L
. l] c
shed him a24
waltche

" ODIQ FI.(
‘Bac n?' He chose€ the plam, Iea hqu

ki

8

t» = | Qa
o though thes. -trait of Poi tia! §
Bassanio clo he pol
L!gclincss by finc was the P

: re Portia and saw th
op

. s
ook at o e
. urned 1O : Portia told him Nce ¢y
Bassanio - Indeed,
he wa»>:
happy as

’ . elf, my ouse, m le

" ghe said, '11’1_1)’?5 I give to you t};ﬁe%n-.

: "I 'I-Ve toYOU: k6ﬂ Oft]l L = 1 l‘ln

him. "1 g And, as a to ing she was wearing op r
that I have. he 11

Crpt
. 1 in
saying, she gave him t shall know that Yoy nn&

. HI
PO Sald3
ith this," she 0,

ever you part wi "B
" . . e’ Y
love me. death can take this ring from m aSsanjj,
"On]y ea

pl‘gn
’J i | her.

5 ANTONIO 1S Ry,

/ fili | nother pair of lovers were in the Toom at thjg time
/' I A were Gratiano, the friend of Bassanio, ang Nerissa Wi
Wl | e . )
S -~ Vish)

d friend. They now cg

R s

€ forwarg t


https://gradesetter.com/

www
.GRADESETTER.COM
\-_\ --_.‘Wj

Tales from qakespear® \

Luni¥ gumar
: to marry
5ss. T also b ed leave

pnd Bassanio oreat hapP S. : e
then portia ana assanio d. Their' I quest s inst tly

hat joy there as at Belr ont that ay it
.. iy was soon spoilt bY o sad newW mn i

om his dear i1 end AB

El}ass..euno _
"My ships have been Jost at S€4 1 cannot P y
l ear frient
w and so 1 have t0 P he pend : )
' : cee you 0nce gain pefore
\

The messenger added
o was now in

at Antonl
rison like any other com

on debtor. H1S trial woul

ke place 1 @ few days 13
lime. \

This news curned all \

oy o SOITOW. Bassanio '
.ried out 11 his despait
ntonio had risked his
ife for him ow his \
jearest friend must die. And it was his fault. He told
ortia everything - now he had needed money to come 10 Belmont
n a grand sty!® how Antonio ad porrowed MOy for him; hO
hylock had lent the money on & strange condition; and how An-
onio had signed the bond.

When Portia peard of Antonio's sacrifice, she Was eager 10
elp her dear Bassanio's friend. Although she wished to keep
assanio with her ot Belmont, she told him to go at once to Anto-
o in Venice. "] will give Shylock half of my fortune if he will

free Antonio,” she promised.

B BATI I | gt L
Featiano at once got readfrdf Jhelt ourney 10
: ETTER.COM
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10 Tiales from Shakespeare . — Portia 5
: Jfore they lefts howeveE permm— f]d By,
Venice, Belore . Nerissi and Graliano. Suq) l. Ay,

- wives and sct out, he "

marricd and so were

-1 g enswve ]l O ”luj 1\,‘f
bands said farewell L0 she could help Ani.. . :
Portia began 1O think how tonj,, g 10

s cousin . .
OB she wrote to her cOusin, Docg,. ) Ay 1o
thought o’ a way- . She asked him to send hey b abeye
. » H . - . s !‘
was a lcarned lawy Doctor Bellario did go, In d(lyi'-::nicc

e T s’y OWIL . i _ Vi

clfb.(J"hfb i}l;‘gﬁ;;:’wc!‘e also on their way to \/em.c(:'cl‘ i‘hr,l]'fg to "

Portia and Ne lawyer while the Jatter was disguige, he 10. E

s iy <4 d to actas a lawyer and do .. 2, uld

clerk. Portia had 'dCCIdC o er beslq”";nfor

the life of Antonio. lg, 4

/ith

| 3elle

TH E TR e t

/ Meanwhﬂe, Bassanio and Gratiano had reache - Iﬁ;’t la

- ) A were already in the Court of Justice, Waiting : enlce. nbfaz

F begin. Soon the Duke entered with his attendang O the . ;

;; it | scat and the trial began. S. He to“kalglllor

| i e
[ Y The Duke asked Sh : '

S ylock to be
/ / pound of flesh, Shylock would not I'merqful, and not to ¢l,; o
!; | 11sten to him. By almlTh.

SRADE Lt
Shylock tyy; "0 i

algotilo USt pay they, @
- 9IS Written iy
Ond."
bThe Duke pitied An t
S Ut he could do i
R WWW.GRADESETTER.COM
e e 1 T P el :


https://gradesetter.com/

- WWW.GRADESETTER.COM
Opars 1 Rumay
e Tales from Shakespeare | 11

n; )
ly 5

%0 b
ing to help him. The law was on
he law must be

El g shylock's side and t
+ Shbeyed. The wisest lawyer 10

0
‘iQé Wenice, Doctor Bellario, was COm-=
T ng to speak in defence of Anto-
thio. Even he, the Duke feared,

f .
Opsould do nothing to save the

;"yrlnfortunate merchant.
i - Then a young clerk entered :"
with a message from Doctor

‘E.ellario that illness prevented
m from coming to the Court.

i
‘He therefore begged the Duke to
let a young friend of his, Doctor

Balthazar, defend Antonio in his

h[ptlace. The Duke gave his permis-
| sion and Doctor Balthazar entered
ythe Court. He looked strangely young to be a lawyer whose wis-
dom could save Antonio. He was, of course, Portia in disguise.
a—also In

‘The clerk who had brought the message was Neriss

‘disguise.
lock to be merciful just as the Duke had
"brings a blessing 10

Portia begged Shy
done. "Mercy," she said in a noble speech,
d to him who receives 1it. All of us pray 10
cy on us if we have

him who shows it an

God for mercy. But God will only have met

mercy on others." Shylock paid no attention to her noble words.
nthe lawful penalty, the pen-

T demand the penalty,” he told her,

alty that 1s written in the bond."
n(Can Antonio not pay his deb
"Yes," cried Bassanio. "He can pay it, an

o pay ten tImes the sum he owes."
w11 von not take the money; Shylo&b"‘?"(}’nggtEiSaEﬁked.
) ER.COM

Ay

7" asked Portia.
d more. 1 am ready
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12 | Tales from Shakespeare : I claimm
awful penalty ¥ p()und

" d nd the 1 "
. No, I dema ¢ flesh, I 535 _ - of "
Give me my pouﬂd o k." said Portia '~
" et me see the pond, ShY 05 ad it . —
her the pond. She read it and Saiq_,, rour Pr

ded :
 Shylock habi S sou may claim the Pound of figg, ¥y shyloc
| ¥ quite rl;;_.{ It’be yy ou. Take the money © ered to yoy an(‘ih‘l{ Sh
i A merciful, g ly hat th

: - this bond."
| tear up thi manded the jawful penalty. Thep P T

."J f ' Shy]ockstfﬂ de Shvlock t . rtla h 3
I.f | | e Antonio, sayiflg, uMake rf,-‘ad)':' for Y O cut h]s Dﬁ):hr}l()ld h
" ' flesh. The law awards it to him. 'Ilq S

Hearing these words, Shylock was filled with joy, his b
judge!" he cried out. "Oh, exce?] ent yOL.ng man!" He Ca“ed: Q%Gratlﬁ
M ) "a second Daniel". Daniel, being a WISC Iman, wag held .Pﬁq?u; 1
i honour by the Jewish people. In hii]u g“

' - an!
"Come, Shylock, cut your pound of flesh!" cried Po N

Shylock moved forward towards Antonio. Hig knife o ‘

\ . " Bass
in his hand. He raised i . ' Tyt
| | ised it and told Antonio to bare hig Cheg T time

Ante

| :f;m. "'Wajt, Shylock T;pok; mc
ething e]ge This bondcelm
0¢

R WWW.GRADESETTER.COM
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(”5\6- \n Tales from Shakespeare |13

y is this: the state will take all

®
q
\
and the penalt
se everything you now -own,

4
must pay the penalty,
your property from you. YOu will lo

Shylock."

gut? Shylock was silent.
ot ‘that the law?"

"That is the law," Portia

At last he asked in a tone of despair, "18

told him.
i, :
1 Shylock's face showed

(his bitter disappointment.
o} Gratiano saw this and called
} .f)ut mockingly, "Oh, noble
ll_rﬁ-Judge! Oh, excellent young /N
2 man! A second Daniel!" A

Shylock turned 1o
Bassanio. ""You offered me ten

q times the sum. 1 will take it and

" Antonio can go free."
Bassanio held out the money

\
, but Portia stopped him. "No! No!"
' she cried. "Shylock demanded the

| penalty according to the law. He
shall have that and nothing else." :
o hide his delight at the Jew's defeat, again
| Oh, noble judge!"

Gratiano, unable t
" isten, JEW
sh. Butbe careful! Not

mocked him, crying out,
wWell, Shylock, take your pound of fle

one drop of blood!" said Portia.
"Then just g1ve Me back the sum 1 1
Bassanio was about to do S0, but Portia sto
it here when you offered it to him. All of us are Witnesses to that.
4 nothing else.”

He shall have the penalty he demanded an
Shylock moved to leave the Court. He 1ooked a broken man.

ent," begged Shylock.
pped him. vHe refused

WWW.GRADESETTER.COM
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14 | Tales from Shakespeare ‘ teps when Portia called out:
‘He had hardly taken two S . Accordi
. "Wait! I have Someﬂzmlgci;ls: ctg:izzfl of Veni:::r:egi;()pthe 1
; ho plots 10 41 and the Un;, !
:;ny .T;f;‘i?: ;gperty goes 10 o cglzzgd other p?]_th-er h fm
L " Besides this, the Duke may And so, Sh nmhmeh&a
to the state. minal to death. An 5 Y10ck N Ly

the cri i
may even sentence
¥ fore t

/ A 4 I be *
12! advise you to knee ul He Spared ShleCk'S llfe " l 1;
J Ut y %

[ [} The Duke was merc ;  nfoin
| told him, "half your wealth will g0t d the

to the state."

E Then Antonio spoke. "I will not take my half. If gy,

' ' comes a Christian, he can keep my share.i’ Shylock als()uck
) | promise that, on his death, he would leave his wealth tq hig 4
" ter Jessica and her husband Lorenzo, a friend of Antop; dug
sica had run away from home in order to marry Loreny, 0%,
had almost broken Shylock's heart. ang

_ Shylock had lost his daughter and now he had lost
his wealth. Gone too was his hope of revenge. He turn o
pale and put his hand to his aching heart. "T am unwel]] e]:ji s
_ | - Let

1-101_11e ! n % g{ 5
beggeq

i

Uch &

WWW.GRADESETTER.COM
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sdom of Doctor

e I "hrough
and wisd

MJ“ )
f" C/é\un Lt aroay el '
] +
1“l . 7 |
!e{ ‘
THE RINGS
ii’
out the trial everyone had been wonderng at tll youth
Balthazar. portia had disgulsed he
carance @

recogmsed her.
All thought her
to be a
pusud 11y
clever 1aWy® \
/ Ag soon a3 \
7 = the trial WE° %
: ’ ) over, AntoniO |
went up to Portia and begged he the three thousan
ducats that Shylock had lent tO him. When Portia frmly refuse \-\.
to do so0, Bassanio pegged her to accept SOMe token of their gratt :
tude. \
nGince you insist," Portia said to him playfully, o will take
your gloves " Bassanio instantly t0 i them off and handed fhem |
to her. "A d," added Portid, "] will also take that 1INg you are |
wearing."
n Al! That is 01€ thing I cannot give you,"' Bassanio told her
in dismay- "My wife gave it to me and 1 promised never 10 part
with it."
Portia Jaughed at him. "That's a common eXCuse that men
make when theyTe unwilling to make a gift. Your wife, Lam sure,
W'G"““ESE@A
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